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Android	Picture	in	Picture	(PiP)	mode	is	a	special	feature	that	lets	you	watch	a	video	in	a	small	overlay	window	at	the	corner	of	the	screen	as	you	hop	from	app	to	app.	This	way,	you	can	binge	watch	Netflix,	or	search	for	something	on	Google	while	casually	chatting	with	a	friend	on	a	different	app.		The	feature,	which	is	mostly	used	for	video	playback,
is	found	in	Android	smartphones	running	Android	Oreo	and	later	versions	of	the	operating	system.		We’ll	explain	how	Android	picture	in	picture	mode	works	and	how	to	use	it	on	your	smartphone	or	tablet.	How	Picture	in	Picture	Works	PiP	is	a	convenient	feature	that	comes	in	handy	when	you	start	watching	a	video	on	a	compatible	app	and	want	to
multitask.		When	you	tap	the	home	button	on	your	phone,	the	video	will	shrink	into	a	thumbnail	view,	which	remains	docked	on	your	screen.	This	way,	you	can	continue	watching	your	video	while	using	other	apps	with	PiP	turned	on.		Plus,	you	can	zoom	in	or	out	and	adjust	to	different	sizes	depending	on	what	you’re	doing	on	the	phone.		If	the	window
is	getting	in	the	way,	you	can	drag	or	swipe	it	to	different	parts	of	the	screen	to	dock	the	thumbnail	and	continue	playing	on	top	of	other	apps.	The	audio	will	still	continue	to	play	and	you	can	use	the	tab	to	pull	the	window	out	again.	Android’s	Picture	in	Picture	mode	isn’t	compatible	with	all	apps	but	you	can	check	the	app	developer’s	site	to	find	out
whether	the	program	supports	this	function.	Some	of	the	apps	that	support	PiP	mode	include	Google	Chrome,	YouTube	Premium,	Google	Maps,	YouTube	TV,	Netflix,	Google	Movies	&	TV,	Facebook,	Instagram,	WhatsApp	(video	chats),	Google	Duo,	VLC,	Hulu,	and	Pocket	Casts	(video	podcasts).		Before	using	the	Android	PiP	mode,	check	that	all	your
Android	apps	are	up	to	date	and	then	take	the	steps	below	to	enable	picture	in	picture	mode.		Note:	If	your	device	is	running	Android	Oreo	(8.0)	and	above,	PiP	mode	is	enabled	by	default.	For	this	guide,	we	used	an	Android	phone	running	Android	Pie.		Go	to	Settings	on	your	phone.	Tap	Apps	or	Apps	&	Notifications	depending	on	your	device.	Select
the	app	for	which	you	want	to	enable	PiP	(in	older	Android	versions,	select	Advanced).	Tap	to	toggle	the	Allow	Permission	option	to	enable	PiP.	How	to	Launch	Android	Picture	in	Picture	on	Different	Apps	Depending	on	the	app,	you	can	launch	picture-in-picture	mode	on	your	Android	device	by	playing	a	video	and	pressing	the	home	button.	How	to
Use	PiP	Mode	in	Google	Chrome	Browser	If	you’re	using	Google	Chrome	browser,	go	to	the	website	that	contains	the	video	you	want	to	watch.		Open	the	video	and	set	it	to	full	screen.			Note:	This	also	works	for	YouTube	videos	you	watch	in	Chrome.		Select	Play,	and	then	press	Home	button	to	launch	the	video	in	PiP	mode.	Drag	the	video	around	your
phone’s	screen	and	dock	it	where	you	want	so	you	can	use	other	apps	while	watching	the	video.	To	close	the	video,	drag	the	thumbnail	view	down	the	bottom	of	your	screen	to	dismiss	it.	How	to	Use	PiP	Mode	in	YouTube	For	YouTube	Premium	(formerly	YouTube	Red),	start	a	video	and	then	press	the	Home	button	to	launch	picture-in-picture	mode.
YouTube	Premium	users	scan	also	set	the	YouTube	app	to	default	to	background	play	instead	of	PiP.	This	way,	you	can	watch	videos	when	the	screen	is	off	or	while	using	other	apps.	To	enable	Background	play	in	YouTube	Premium,	open	Settings,	go	to	Background	&	Downloads.		You’ll	see	three	options	to	choose	from:	Always	on:	Your	videos	will
always	play	in	the	backgroundHeadphones	or	external	speakers:	Your	videos	will	only	play	in	the	background	when	you	connect	an	external	audio	output	to	your	phoneOff:	Your	videos	won’t	play	in	the	background	Note:	You	can	watch	videos	on	the	free	YouTube	app	in	thumbnail	view	while	multitasking	by	using	the	Pop-up	view	or	Split	screen	view.
To	use	the	pop-up	or	split	screen	view	in	the	free	YouTube	app,	go	to	your	Recently	opened	apps	view.	Find	YouTube,	downpress	the	app	icon	and	select	open	in	pop-up	view	or	open	in	split-screen	view.	The	difference	between	using	PiP	mode	and	using	the	pop-up	or	split-screen	view	is	that	the	latter	doesn’t	dock	to	your	screen.	This	means	that	if
you	close	all	the	apps	you’re	using,	the	thumbnail	view	will	be	closed	and	you	have	to	open	it	again	to	resume	watching.	How	to	Use	PiP	Mode	in	Facebook	If	you’re	using	the	Facebook	app,	you	can	watch	videos	in	PiP	mode	on	your	phone	while	using	other	apps.	To	do	this,	open	the	video	you	want	to	watch	on	Facebook	and	tap	on	the	little	square	at
the	top	left	corner	of	the	video	to	minimize	the	window.	Your	video	will	shrink	in	size	and	you	can	move	it	to	either	of	the	four	corners	of	your	screen.		How	to	Use	PiP	Mode	in	VLC	You	can	also	enable	PiP	in	VLC	via	the	app’s	settings.		To	do	this,	tap	More	(three	dots)	at	the	bottom	right	side	of	the	screen.	Next,	tap	Settings	at	the	top	left	side	of	the
screen.	Under	Video,	tap	Background/	PiP	mode.	Select	Play	videos	in	Picture-in-picture	mode.	Alternatively,	you	can	use	the	pop-up	player	to	enter	PiP	mode	in	VLC.		To	do	this,	launch	and	play	the	video	you	want	and	select	More.	Next,	tap	Pop	up	player	and	the	video	will	shrink	to	thumbnail	view.		Tap	the	Home	button	on	your	phone	to	watch	the
video	while	you	multitask.	How	to	Use	PiP	Mode	in	a	WhatsApp	Video	Call	You	can	also	use	Android	Picture	in	Picture	when	chatting	with	friends	on	a	WhatsApp	video	call.		To	do	this,	start	the	video	call	or	join	one,	and	then	tap	the	Home	button.	The	video	will	open	on	your	home	screen	in	PiP	mode.	To	dismiss	the	video	in	PiP	mode,	tap	the
thumbnail	view	to	open	the	controls,	and	then	tap	the	X	in	the	upper	right	corner	of	the	mini	player.	Alternatively,	drag	the	thumbnail	view	and	drag	the	PiP	player	off	the	bottom	of	your	phone’s	screen.	How	to	Disable	Android	Picture	in	Picture	Mode	for	Android	Apps	To	disable	PiP,	go	to	your	device’s	Settings	>	Apps.	Tap	the	three	dots	to	open	the
Apps	menu	and	select	Special	access.	Select	Picture-in-picture.	Next,	select	the	app	for	which	you	want	to	disable	PiP	and	tap	the	toggle	to	switch	it	off.	Image:	Work	and	Play	on	Your	Android	Device	If	you	multitask	a	lot	on	your	Android	device,	hopping	from	one	app	to	another,	you’ll	find	the	Android	Picture	in	Picture	(PiP)	mode	very	convenient.
Were	you	able	to	enter	Picture	in	Picture	mode	on	your	Android	device?	Share	with	us	in	the	comments.	Android	Oreo	finally	adds	a	picture-in-picture,	or	PIP,	mode	for	video	apps.	Apps	need	to	be	updated	to	support	the	capability,	but	the	necessary	changes	are	relatively	simple.	Right	now,	YouTube,	VLC,	and	Chrome	support	picture-in-picture,	but
now	that	Oreo	is	rolling	out	to	devices,	other	major	video	apps	shouldn’t	be	far	behind.(Image	credit:	Google)Each	app	may	use	a	slightly	different	process	to	open	a	PIP	window.	For	example,	Chrome	requires	you	to	watch	a	video	in	fullscreen	mode,	while	YouTube	does	it	whenever	any	video	is	playing.	VLC	requires	you	to	tap	the	menu	button	during
video	playback	and	select	the	PIP	option.	But	the	the	controls	once	you	invoke	the	floating	window	are	the	same.MORE:	How	to	Get	Android	OreoHere’s	how	to	make	the	most	of	Android	Oreo’s	Picture-in-Picture	feature.	For	our	example	we’ll	use	Chrome,	as	most	video	apps	are	likely	to	work	this	same	way.1.	Start	watching	any	video	in	Chrome	and
press	the	button	to	watch	full	screen.	In	other	apps,	like	YouTube,	you	don’t	even	have	to	view	the	video	full	screen,	just	start	playing	any	video.2.	Tap	the	home	button	to	return	to	the	home	screen.3.	The	video	will	play	in	a	small	window	in	the	lower	right.	You	can	keep	using	your	phone	as	normal.4.	Tap	the	little	window	to	slightly	expand	it	and
show	play	controls.	Tap	the	window	again,	and	you	return	the	app	that	is	playing	it.5.	You	can	drag	the	PIP	window	around	to	any	other	point	along	the	edges	of	the	screen.	If	you	release	it	somewhere	in	the	middle,	the	window	will	snap	to	the	closest	valid	location.6.	To	dismiss	the	window,	simply	drag	it	off	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	If	you	thought
your	silly	selfies,	embarrassing	videos	or	naughty	photos	were	safe	with	Snapchat	--	think	again.	Since	the	quick-hit	chat	service	launched	earlier	this	year,	there	have	been	numerous	apps	that	let	you	save	Snapchats	without	the	sender	knowing.	As	it	turns	out,	a	few	hackers	and	developers	have	learned	that	Snapchat	doesn’t	actually	delete	images
after	they’ve	been	seen;	it	simply	hides	them	so	that	apps	can’t	access	them.	The	Snapchat	app	always	alerts	the	sender	if	the	receiver	screenshots	their	message,	but	that	scenario	can	easily	be	avoided	with	an	app.	There	are	a	few	apps	and	methods	of	saving	Snapchat	photos,	but	we	found	this	one	to	be	the	easiest	and	most	effective.	Here’s	how	to
get	started	on	any	Android	device.1.	Download	the	SnapCapture	app	from	the	Google	Play	store.	2.	Enter	your	Snapchat	username	and	password	the	first	time	you	open	the	app.	3.	Open	SnapCapture	the	next	time	you	receive	a	SnapChat	message.	DO	NOT	open	the	message	in	SnapChat	first.	SnapCapture	only	saves	unopened	messages.4.	Tap	the
Download	button	in	the	upper	right	corner	of	the	app.	This	will	download	any	unopened	SnapChat	messages	and	display	them	in	the	app.5.	Check	your	Android	phone’s	Gallery	app.	There	should	now	be	a	folder	in	there	called	SnapCapture.	You	know	what’s	not	cool?	Having	that	default	block	letter	as	a	contact	picture	for	your	favorite	contacts	in
your	phone.	They’re	your	favorites!	Your	besties,	your	husband	or	wife,	even	your	kids.	C’mon	guys,	they	deserve	better	than	the	first	letter	of	their	first	name.	It’s	up	to	you	to	make	this	right.	But	don’t	fret—we’re	here	to	help.	It’s	kinda	what	we	do.	Before	we	get	started,	it’s	worth	pointing	out	that	this	process	may	vary	slightly	between
manufacturers.	Since	all	the	big	ones—Samsung,	LG,	Huawei,	etc.—all	do	their	own	thing	where	the	dialer	is	concerned,	it	may	look	slightly	different	depending	on	what	model	you’re	using.	Fortunately,	it’s	pretty	easy	to	figure	out	what	to	do	once	you	get	started,	because	the	contacts	portion	of	most	dialers	isn’t	that	different.	Okay,	ready?	Let’s	do
this	thing.	The	first	thing	you’ll	want	to	do	is	open	the	dialer	(also	known	as	the	“Phone”	app).	From	there,	just	find	the	contact	you’d	like	to	add/change	the	picture	for.			This	is	the	part	where	things	may	vary	depending	on	your	handset.	On	most	phones,	you	tap	the	picture	itself	to	open	the	contact	card.	The	primary	exemption	here	is	in	the	Favorites
list	on	Samsung	and	Stock	Android	phones:	tapping	the	image	will	call	the	contact.	You’ll	need	to	tap	the	little	“i”	on	Samsung	phones,	or	the	three-dot	overflow	menu	button	on	stock	phones.	In	the	full	contact	list,	however,	you	can	still	just	tap	the	picture.	It’s	stupid,	really.	Once	on	the	contact	card	page,	hit	the	“Edit”	button—it	may	say	the	word
“edit,”	or	it	may	just	be	a	pencil	icon.	Either	way,	it	should	be	in	the	upper	right	corner.	Out	of	the	phones	I	tested,	the	Huawei	Honor	5X	was	the	only	one	that	had	it	in	a	different	place—it’s	at	the	bottom.	Still,	it	should	be	pretty	clear	which	icon	to	tap.			This	is	the	menu	where	you	can	edit	everything	dealing	with	that	particular	contact,	not	just	the
picture.	But	changing	the	image	is	pretty	easy:	just	tap	it.	Tapping	the	picture	will	open	an	edit	edit	menu	where	you	can	take	a	new	picture	or	select	one	from	the	Gallery,	then	crop	it	to	your	liking.			Once	chosen,	it	will	show	up	in	the	contact’s	card.	When	you’re	done,	just	hit	“Save”—the	new	image	should	sync	across	all	your	Android	devices.	While
Android’s	openness	is	easily	one	of	its	biggest	strengths,	it’s	also	what	makes	simple	things	like	changing	a	contact	picture	a	more	convoluted	process	than	it	should	be	since	it	doesn’t	work	the	same	way	across	devices.	Fortunately,	it	isn’t	that	difficult	regardless	of	manufacturer	UI,	especially	once	you’ve	done	it	at	least	once.
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